Cytokines in dementia of the Alzheimer's type (DAT): relevance to research and treatment.
There is indirect evidence suggesting that some cytokines may be involved in the pathophysiology of dementia of the Alzheimer type (DAT). Measurement of proinflammatory cytokines in the biologic fluids and brain tissues of DAT patients have provided some support for such a role. However, these studies are limited in scope and have included a relatively small number of patients. Future studies are needed to elucidate the role of cytokines in the pathogenesis and treatment of DAT.